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Meuse  north  of  Verdun,  it  may  well  be  that  they  will 
have  to  abandon  practically  the  whole  of  Belgium,  and 
fall  back  all  the  way  to  the  German  border. 

THE  SPANISH  INFLUENZA  EPIDEMIC 

Owing  largely  to  the  necessity  of  housing  large  num- 
bers of  men  together  in  military  training  camps,  the  Span- 
ish influenza,  which  became  epidemic  several  weeks  ago 
in  Massachusetts,  is  now  threatening  to  become  a national 
disturbance.  Calls  for  the  entrainment  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  thousand  draft  registrants  between  October 
7 and  1 1 have  been  canceled  by  Provost  Marshal  General 
Crowder,  owing  to  serious  conditions  prevalent  in  many 
of  the  army  camps.  The  total  number  of  cases  in  army 
camps  is  as  high  as  seventy-five  thousand,  and  rapidly 
increasing.  Many  cases  develop  pneumonia.  Epidemics 
are  reported  from  Montreal  to  Alabama,  and  as  far  west 
as  Kansas.  The  civil  population  is  suffering,  as  well  as 
the  men  in  camps.  Three  thousand  shipbuilders  are  listed 
among  the  cases  in  the  Fore  River 
yards  at  Quincy,  Massachusetts. 

Bacteriologists  claim  to  have  iso- 
lated the  bacillus  which  causes  the 
trouble,  and  a new  serum  discov- 
ered at  Tufts  College  is  being  tried 
out. 

WOMAN  SUFFRAGE  DEFEATED 

After  several  days  of  hoping 
and  fearing,  of  debating,  filibus- 
tering and  corridor  conferences, 
the  Susan  B.  Anthony  federal 
woman  suffrage  amendment  has 
been  balloted  upon  by  the  Senate 
and  has  failed  to  obtain  the  two- 
thirds  vote  necessary  for  its  pas- 
sage. Fifty-four  senators  were  re- 
corded in  favor  of  the  amendment 
and  thirty  against  it,  with  twelve 
absent  or  paired.  Including  the 
absent  and  paired  members,  the 
lineup  was  sixty-two  to  thirty- 
four.  Thus  the  measure  actually 
fails  by  two  votes,  despite  the  zeal- 
ous eleventh-hour  efforts  of  the 
President,  who  wrote  numerous 
letters  to  doubtful  senators  as  well 
as  personally  addressing  the  Sen-  Lord  Charnwood,  Lincoln’s 
ate.  In  his  address,  the  President 

declared  the  amendment  to  be  a war  measure,  a measure 
due  to  the  suffering  peoples  in  Europe,  who  look  to  the 
United  States  as  the  leader  in  democracy  and  who  have 
“put  their  destinies  in  some  measure  in  our  hands.” 

Before  the  unfavorable  vote  was  announced,  Senator 
Jones,  of  New  Mexico,  chairman  of  the  woman  suffrage 
committee,  changed  his  vote  to  comply  with  a parlia- 
mentary requirement,  and  moved  to  reconsider.  The  con- 
test will  undoubtedly  be  resumed  after  November  elec- 
tions. 

INCREASE  IN  COAL  PRODUCTION 

Responsibility  for  last  winter’s  coal  shortage  has  never 
been  finally  fixed.  Fuel  Administrator  Garfield  lays  the 
blame  on  the  railroads,  and  Director  General  McAdoo 
retorts  that  there  was  an  actual  shortage  in  the  coal  mined. 

By  his  handling  of  this  year’s  wheat  crop  Mr.  McAdoo 
has  shown  what  the  Railway  Administration  is  capable 
of.  An  increase  in  winter  coal  production  of  about  thir- 
teen per  cent  over  last  year  is  now  promised  by  Mr. 
Garfield.  An  organized  drive  is  to  be  conducted  until 
April  1.  Orders  have  been  issued  to  the  district  produc- 


tion managers  to  consult  with  their  committees  with  a 
view  to  apportioning  a weekly  quota  to  be  produced  by 
each  mine. 

If  the  efforts  of  the  Fuel  Administration  meet  with 
success,  it  will  probably  still  be  necessary  to  continue  the 
programme  of  fuel  economy  in  homes,  because  of  the 
greatly  increased  need  of  coal  for  use  by  essential  indus- 
tries. 

STABILIZING  HOG  AND  COTTON  PRICES 

An  arrangement  tending  to  stabilize  meat  prices  has 
been  reached  between  the  Food  Administration  and  the 
hog  producers,  to  the  effect  that  hog  prices  will  be  deter- 
mined by  monthly  agreement.  It  is  expected  by  the  Food 
Administration  that,  when  the  new  crop  comes  in,  the 
price  of  corn,  upon  which  the  price  of  hogs  largely  de- 
pends, will  be  stabilized  at  not  more  than  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents.  This  would  mean  a price  for  hogs  of 
less  than  sixteen  dollars  per  hundred,  or  three  to  four 
dollars  below  present  market  prices. 

Meanwhile  the  fight  in  Wash- 
ington over  the  fixing  of  cotton 
prices,  which  had  become  intensely 
bitter,  has  been  compromised.  The 
estimated  shortage  in  the  present 
crop  is  between  four  and  five  mil- 
lion bales.  Prices  are  soaring  to 
such  an  extent  that  southern  con- 
gressmen are  indignant  at  the  idea 
of  fixing  a price  of  thirty  cents  a 
pound,  though  this  is  said  to  be 
three  times  the  price  they  were 
clamoring  to  have  the  government 
fix  four  years  ago. 

The  fight  has  been  settled  for 
the  time  being  by  the  War  Indus- 
tries Board.  No  price  has  been 
fixed,  but  a distributing  committee 
has  been  given  power  to  handle  the 
entire  crop,  and  it  is  expected  that 
this  will  have  the  effect  of  stabiliz- 
ing prices. 

DRASTIC  ACTION  IN  CANADA 

Drastic  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  Canadian  government  in  the 
matter  of  censorship.  A blacklist 
has  been  drawn  up  of  so-called 
English  Biographer  ,4  foreign  associations,  and  it  has 
/ been  made  unlawful  to  belong  to 
them  or  to  attend  their  meetings  or  to  own  their  publica- 
tions. No  meeting  in  Canada,  except  for  strictly  religious 
worship,  is  to  be  conducted  in  the  language  of  any  coun- 
try with  which  the  allies  are  at  war,  nor  in  the  language 
of  Russia,  Finland,  or  the  Ukraine.  A further  order  pro- 
hibits the  publication  of  papers  or  periodicals  in  any  for- 
eign language  without  a special  license  from  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

Canada’s  army  casualties 
According  to  official  figures,  the  net  losses  in  the  over- 
sea military  forces  of  Canada  in  England  and  France  up 
to  August  1 were  about  one  hundred  fifteen  thousand. 
These  figures  include  those  killed  in  action  or  who  died 
of  wounds  or  disease,  missing,  prisoners  of  war,  dis- 
charged as  medically  unfit,  discharged  to  take  up  other 
lines  of  war  work,  and  those  noncommissioned  officers  and 
men  receiving  commissions  in  the  Imperial  Army. 

Casualties  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces  up 
to  August  31,  as  officially  announced,  are  twenty-three 
thousand,  of  which  some  twelve  thousand  were  wounded 
in  action.  Many  of  these  will  get  back  into  the  fight. 
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LINCOLN’S  BIOGRAPHER 

It  remained  for  an  Englishman  to  write  what  John 
T.  Morse,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  himself  the  author  of  a life  of 
Lincoln  and  the  editor  of  the  American  Statesmen  series, 
pronounced,  in  a paper  before  the  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society,  published  in  the  American  Historical  Review, 
“the  most  complete  interpretation  of  Lincoln  yet  pro- 
duced.” “Abraham  Lincoln,”  by  Lord  Charnwood,  pub- 
lished by  Henry  Holt  & Company  in  New  York,  and  by 
Constable  & Company,  Ltd.,  in  London,  appeared  in 
1916  as  one  of  a series  of  books  known  as  “Makers  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century,”  containing  biographies  of  men  of 
all  countries  who  have  had  a definite  influence  on  thought 
or  action  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

Lord  Charnwood’s  contribution  met  with  an  immedi- 
ate and  marked  success.  The  Spectator  pronounced  it  “a 
finished  and  very  graceful  biography.”  The  London  Daily 
News  said:  “Lord  Charnwood  has  done  a conspicuous 
public  service  by  his  sympathetic,  just  and  ably  written 
life  of  Abraham  Lincoln.”  “Admirably  planned,  framed 
and  written;  a complete  presentment  of  Lincoln,”  was  the 
judgment  of  The  Bookman.  The  Observer  called  it  “a 
sound  and  opportune  study,”  while  the  Manchester 
Guardian  said  it  was  “the  best  one-volume  study  of  Lin- 
coln and  his  time.”  The  American  press  was  no  less  gen- 
erous than  the  British  reviewers  in  praise  of  it,  and  the 
reading  public  gave  it  a warm  and  appreciative  welcome. 

The  state  of  Illinois  will  celebrate  its  centennial  in 
October.  On  the  fifth  day  of  that  month,  the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  inauguration  of  the  first  governor  of 
the  state,  a statue  of  Lincoln  will  be  unveiled  at  Spring- 
field,  and  Lord  Charnwood  will  deliver  the  address  on 
that  occasion.  For  this  purpose,  and  with  other  impor- 
tant objects  in  view,  he  will  sail  for  the  United  States 
about  the  middle  of  September.  As  his  plans  contemplate 
a three  months’  stay  in  America,  during  which  time  he 
expects  to  visit  a very  considerable  portion  of  the  country 
and  address  a large  number  of  audiences,  readers  of  The 
Bellman  will  be  interested  in  learning  some  particulars 
concerning  this  distinguished  Englishman. 

Godfrey  Rathbone  Benson,  first  Baron  Charnwood, 
was  born  in  1864.  He  is  a brother  of  Sir  Frank  Benson 
of  Stratford-on-Avon,  the  well-known  Shakespearean 
actor-manager,  now  in  France.  He  was  educated  at  Win- 
chester and  Balliol  College,  Oxford  (1st  class  Lit.  Hum. 
1887),  and  was  for  some  time  tutor  of  Balliol.  From 
1892  to  1895  he  was  the  Liberal  member  in  Parliament 
for  Woodstock,  Division  Oxford.  In  1911  he  was  created 
Baron  Charnwood.  He  resides  at  Stowe  House,  Lich- 
field, and  108  Eaton  Square,  London.  Such  are  the  brief 
facts  concerning  him,  most  of  which  may  be  found  in  the 
British  “Who’s  Who.” 

In  appearance.  Lord  Charnwood  is  tall  and  slender, 
with  rugged  features  which  suggest  those  of  Lincoln  in 
some  of  their  aspects.  He  is  simple  and  democratic  in 
manner,  with  a keen  sense  of  humor,  unassuming,  re- 
sponsive and  of  quick  sympathies  and  alert  comprehen- 
sion. Plis  countenance  indicates  idealism  and  spiritual- 
ity, to  which,  however,  vigor  and  common-sense  are  not 
sacrificed ; the  face  of  one  who  may  dream  dreams  and  see 
visions,  but,  at  the  same  time,  does  not  lack  the  ability  to 
deal  practically  and  sensibly  with  the  problems  of  life 
as  they  present  themselves.  In  dress,  he  is  quite  uncon- 
ventional ; lie  carries  his  pipe  in  his  coat  pocket  and  likes 
to  smoke  it,  and  is  entirely  human  and  very  kindly. 

I am  certain  Americans  are  going  to  like  Lord  Charn- 
wood, because  he  likes  and  understands  them,  and  because 
he  is  the  kind  of  a man  they  would  naturally  be  drawn  to. 
A very  large  number  of  them  will  have  the  opportunity 


of  knowing  him  during  his  extended  tour  of  the  United 
States,  which,  wisely,  is  not  to  be  limited  to  the  East,  but 
will  cover  many  of  the  western  states,  extending  as  far 
north  as  Minnesota,  which  he  expects  to  visit  some  time 
in  December.  I can  only  hope  they  will  find  him  as 
interesting,  enlightening  and  companionable  as  I have 
during  my  brief  acquaintance  with  him  here. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  at  this  time  that  the 
views  of  those  who  go  to  the  United  States  from  this 
country  should  be  truly  representative  of  the  prevailing 
British  sentiment  toward  America.  In  this,  as  in  other 
respects.  Lord  Charnwood  is  admirably  qualified  for  the 
mission  he  is  undertaking,  and  the  result  of  his  visit  can- 
not fail  to  cement  still  closer  and  firmer  the  strong  bonds 
of  friendship  and  good  will  between  the  two  great  nations, 
now  joined  in  a common  purpose  with  ideals  common  to 
both. 

He  has  been  appointed  lecturer  under  the  Schiff  foun- 
dation for  the  “Study  of  Human  Civilization”  and,  imme- 
diately after  his  return  from  Springfield,  he  will  deliver 
fifteen  lectures  during  October  at  Cornell  University  on 
the  “Contribution  of  the  British  Empire  to  Modern  Civ- 
ilization.” 

Arrangements  are  now  being  made  through  Dr. 
George  Edgar  Vincent,  president  of  the  Rockefeller 
Foundation,  whereby  various  universities  throughout  the 
country,  and  particularly  in  the  Middle  West,  will  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  hearing  him  on  this  subject.  Incidental 
to  these  engagements,  it  will  be  possible,  no  doubt,  for 
clubs  and  civic  organizations  to  enjoy  his  scholarly  and 
able  converse,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  will 
be  glad  to  do  so,  or  that  their  profit  therefrom  will  be 
great,  for  Lord  Charnwood’s  contribution  to  the  discus- 
sion of  any  topic,  whether  given  privately  or  in  public, 
is  certain  to  be  valuable  and  noteworthy. 

In  the  course  of  a long  and  most  interesting  conversa- 
tion with  him  today,  I found  Lord  Charnwood  looking 
forward  to  his  approaching  trip  with  the  keenest  anticipa- 
tions and  the  most  sympathetic  appreciation  of  American 
ideals  and  the  dominant  spirit  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  for  whom  he  expresses  high  respect  and  admira- 
tion. His  views  on  the  questions  of  the  day  are  broad, 
and  are  discussed  with  a candor  that  is  refreshing.  Dis- 
tinctly, he  belongs  to  that  element,  found  in  both  coun- 
tries, which  will  have  great  influence  in  the  solution  of 
those  problems  which  will  press  for  settlement  after  the 
war  is  over;  he  is  looking  forward  with  the  vision  of  an 
optimist  to  a new  world,  in  which  the  great  purposes  born 
of  this  terrific  struggle  will  be  realized. 

I asked  him  why  he  had  chosen  to  write  a book  about 
Lincoln,  and  he  replied  that  his  character,  its  ruggedness, 
its  strength,  the  development  of  true  greatness  out  of 
rough-hewn  ways  and  crude,  pioneer  environment  had 
moved  the  admiration  of  the  British  and,  with  the  passage 
of  time,  had  assumed  heroic  proportions.  For  him  the 
study  of  such  a man  had  a peculiar  and  compelling  fasci- 
nation, and  his  contribution  to  the  literature  of  this  sub- 
ject had  been  the  natural  result. 

Insistently,  I was  reminded  of  Lincoln’s  type  as  he 
talked.  His  spare  figure,  his  strong  features,  his  earnest- 
ness, his  humor,  his  simplicity  of  manner  and  his  kindli- 
ness and  tolerance,  all  served  to  emphasize  this  fancy, 
and  I concluded  that,  as  like  attracts  like,  so  Lord  Charn- 
wood unconsciously  discovered  in  Lincoln  attributes  com- 
mon to  himself,  and  was  thus  well  qualified  to  write  of 
him  with  such  exceptional  understanding.  I am  sure 
that  for  this,  as  well  as  for  many  other  reasons,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  give  him  a most  cordial  welcome 
and  an  appreciative  hearing  when  he  comes  among  them. 

London,  August  31,  1918.  William  C.  Edgar. 
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